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Figure 4E-2. Pedestrian Intervals
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* The countdown display is optional for Pedestrian Change Intervals of 7 seconds or less.
** The Walk Interval may be reduced under some conditions (see Section 4E.06).
*** The Buffer Interval, which shall always be provided and displayed, may be used to help
satisfy the calculated pedestrian clearance time, or may begin after the calculated
pedestrian clearance time has ended.
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G = Green Interval
Y = Yellow Change Interval
(of at least 3 seconds)
R = Red Clearance Interval
Red = Red because
conflicting traffic has
been released

The additional time provided by an extended pushbutton press to satisfy pedestrian clearance time needs may
be added to either the walk interval or the pedestrian change interval.
Guidance:
Where pedestrians who walk slower than 3.5 feet per second, or pedestrians who use wheelchairs, routinely
use the crosswalk, a walking speed of less than 3.5 feet per second should be considered in determining the
pedestrian clearance time.
Except as provided in Paragraph 12, the walk interval should be at least 7 seconds in length so that
pedestrians will have adequate opportunity to leave the curb or shoulder before the pedestrian clearance time
begins.
Option:
If pedestrian volumes and characteristics do not require a 7-second walk interval, walk intervals as short as 4
seconds may be used.
Support:
The walk interval is intended for pedestrians to start their crossing. The pedestrian clearance time is
intended to allow pedestrians who started crossing during the walk interval to complete their crossing. Longer
walk intervals are often used when the duration of the vehicular green phase associated with the pedestrian
crossing is long enough to allow it.
Guidance:
The total of the walk interval and pedestrian clearance time should be sufficient to allow a pedestrian
crossing in the crosswalk who left the pedestrian detector (or, if no pedestrian detector is present, a location 6
feet from the face of the curb or from the edge of the pavement) at the beginning of the WALKING PERSON
(symbolizing WALK) signal indication to travel at a walking speed of 3 feet per second to the far side of the
traveled way being crossed or to the median if a two-stage pedestrian crossing sequence is used. Any additional
time that is required to satisfy the conditions of this paragraph should be added to the walk interval.
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