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ABOUT THE CORRIDOR CITIES TRANSITWAY
The Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT)
is a planned 9-mile bus rapid transit
(BRT) system that would extend
south from the Metropolitan Grove
MARC Station in Gaithersburg to
the Shady Grove Metrorail Station
in Rockville. The project would
include 14 stations with future
expansion plans for the CCT to
include six additional miles of BRT
service and four stations terminating
at COMSAT, located just south of
Clarksburg, MD. Originally part
of the I-270/US 15 Multi-Modal
Corridor Study, a joint multi-modal
study initiated by the Maryland
State Highway Administration
(SHA) and the Maryland Transit
Administration (MTA), the CCT would
provide additional transit service in
Montgomery County.
BRT is a modern, lower cost, but
premium form of transportation
that combines features of both a
bus system and a light rail system.
BRT vehicles would operate on an
exclusive, dedicated transitway for
the majority of the project, allowing
for fast, reliable transit operations.
At the Universities at Shady Grove
and Traville Gateway stations the
vehicles will operate in mixed traffic.

2014 HIGHLIGHTS
MTA Launches Area Advisory
Committees
In 2013, MTA opened the self-nomination process for the
establishment of the CCT Area Advisory Committees (AAC).
More than 70 stakeholders submitted nomination forms
for consideration. As a result, three AACs were formed to
cover the full project length. Each AAC held its first meeting
in March 2014 to provide committee members with an
opportunity to meet the AAC facilitators, the project team
and fellow members. All AAC members were also invited to
a motivating launch event in April 2014 to learn more about
BRT, operations, planning and MTA’s vision. Henry Kay,
MTA Transit Development and Delivery Executive Director,
spoke at the event in addition to national leaders in the
transit industry.
The AACs met regularly throughout 2014 to discuss specific
issues related to transitway alignment, station location,
traffic engineering, urban design, stormwater management,
operations and station architecture. The AACs are also
responsible for maintaining communication with the larger
CCT community that they represent. As a result the AAC
program was extended to cover additional topics that have
been requested. The initiative will conclude in June 2015.

CCT Project Team Delivers 15 Percent
Design Plans
On August 15, 2014, the CCT Project Team delivered
15 percent Concept Preliminary Engineering Phase I Plans
to MTA for review.
Phase I of the transitway includes the 9-mile segment
between the Metropolitan Grove MARC Station and the
Shady Grove Metrorail Station. The area encompassed by
the Phase I segment has seen significant development over
the past 20 years and, as such, portions of the transitway
rights-of-way have already been reserved. Additional
information on the CCT project can be found at
mta.maryland.gov/cct.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Horizontal and vertical transitway alignment
Transitway typical sections
Stations architecture
Urban design
Operations and maintenance facility
Structures
Stormwater management
Utilities
Traffic signals
Communications

Since then, the Project Team has made presentations to
and asked for comments on the plans from the various
stakeholders in the project area including the Maryland
State Highway Administration (SHA), Montgomery County
Department of Transportation (MCDOT), the MarylandNational Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC),
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA),
the City of Gaithersburg and the City of Rockville. The plans
contain more detailed engineering for the Phase I section
of the CCT. This level of design detail is used to assess the
environmental, cultural, and property impacts of the proposed
transitway and develop a more accurate construction cost
estimate.
Through the design process, the transitway alignment has
changed since the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) was
announced in May 2012:
•	
Along the CSX tracks, the transitway would shift
from the north side of the tracks to the south side of
the tracks
•	
Along Muddy Branch Road between Darnestown Road
and Great Seneca Highway, the transitway would be
located in the existing median of Muddy Branch Road
•	
Near Key West Avenue, the transitway alignment would
shift from the east side to the west side of Broschart
Road at Blackwell Road. It would then cross under Key
West Avenue.

The plans included more detailed engineering on essential
elements for the proposed CCT including:
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Focus on Fulfilling NEPA Requirements
Last year, MTA was in the community completing
field assessments to support the analysis of potential
impacts. This field work continued throughout 2014.
As a result MTA, in coordination with the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA), began preparation of an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the CCT project
under the guidance of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA).
The EA describes the alignment, stations, parking,
system elements, operations and maintenance, cost
and projected ridership of the CCT project. It also
discusses the potential effect of the CCT on the
environmental resources within the study area corridor.
The environmental resources that are assessed include:
•	land use, property acquisition, community facilities
and resources
• visual context
• historic properties and archeological sites
•	natural resources including streams, wetlands
and habitat
• environmental justice benefits and impacts
• noise and vibration
• air quality
• hazardous materials
The final draft EA will be available for public review
and comment in 2015. In addition, a public hearing
will be held to provide interested stakeholders with the
opportunity to learn more about the project and EA
results as well as provide comments to the project team.

REACHING THE PUBLIC
MTA remains strongly committed to informing and educating
the public about the CCT project. In 2014, the outreach team
continued to build on efforts to engage and educate the local
community. Efforts included attendance at neighborhood
festivals and community events in addition to, presentations
at community association meetings. This year, the team
attended a variety of events and forged new partnerships to
reach citizens, including one of the project’s largest outreach
events – the Montgomery County Agricultural Fair. In total,
the team attended 12 community events and gave nine
presentations. Over the course of the year, the grassroots
outreach efforts reached more than 3,170 people and
added over 117 names to the project mailing list. The project
website (mta.maryland.gov/cct) continued to be an effective
tool for providing news, information and photographs. The
Winter 2014/2015 newsletter was mailed to nearly 29,000
households. Finally, MTA launched the AACs in 2014 as a
tool to extend efforts to gather input from the community on
important design decisions to move the project forward.

OUTREACH EVENTS
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Montgomery County Agricultural Fair

(March 15, 2014)

(August 8-16, 2014)

Reach: 60

Reach: 2,156

Themes: Timeline to completion, cost to ride

With more than 200,000 attendees, the fair provided
an opportunity to reach a large number of community
residents with information on the project. This year, the
CCT project teamed up with Communities for Transit
(CFT), a local non-profit that encourages transit choice
in Montgomery County. As a result, the CFT/CCT exhibit
booth was prominently featured at the fair’s entrance with
a BRT vehicle on-site so that attendees could tour the
vehicle and learn more about BRT and the CCT. During
the fair, CFT held a press conference at the booth where
members of the Montgomery County Council and the
County Executive, Ike Leggett, expressed their support
of the rapid transit system plans for Montgomery County.

Montgomery County Department
of Environmental Protection and
the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission’s H2O Summit
(March 22, 2014)
Reach: 46
Themes: Environmental impacts, alignment, storm water
run-off management, schedule and funding

Kentlands Day
(May 3, 2014)
Reach: 105
Themes: Project timeline, connection to MTA 201 bus,
AAC process status

Themes: Vehicle type, timeline, AAC progress,
coordination with County, integration with Ride On

Gaithersburg Labor Day Parade
(September 1, 2014)

Montgomery County Housing Fair

Reach: 48

(May 3, 2014)

Themes: Project schedule, funding, tax increase and
alignment

Reach: 81
Themes: Payment/SmarTrip cards, mode

King Farm Festival

Active Aging Expo

(October 5, 2014)

(May 5, 2014)

Reach: 53

Themes: Ridership cost, project timeline

Themes: Alignment along King Farm Boulevard, project
schedule, positive impact on property values, pedestrian
safety

Celebrate Gaithersburg

Montgomery Village Fall Festival

(June 8, 2014)

(October 11, 2014)

Reach: 80

Reach: 63

Themes: Project timeline, ridership cost, CCT and
Montgomery County Rapid Transit System

Themes: Funding, connections with Ride On

Montgomery Village 4th of July
Celebration

(October 12, 2014)

Reach: 22

(July 4, 2014)
Reach: 43

Oktoberfest at the Kentlands
Reach: 223
Themes: Project timeline, alignment at intersections

Themes: Project costs, completion date, station stop in/
near Montgomery Village
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COMMUNITY MEETINGS
Lakelands Homeowners Association

AREA ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(January 29, 2014)

Washingtonian Woods Homeowners
Association

Attendees: 25

(September 30, 2014)

Kentlands Clubhouse

Themes: Noise, traffic, operations, access, alignment

Attendees: 107

Mission Hills Homeowners Association

Themes: Alignment, noise analysis and mitigation, traffic and
operations, pedestrian safety, access to stations, community
cohesion and impacts

Themes: Welcome and introduction to the AACs and
developed topics for future discussion

(May 20, 2014)
Attendees: 16
Themes: Review and general approval of revised alignment
along Muddy Branch Road

Montgomery Village’s Transportation
Development Committee
(June 3, 2014)

Great Seneca Science Corridor Master Plan
Implementation Advisory Committee
(October 14, 2014)
Attendees: 18
Themes: Detailed discussion of the CPOC and Mission
Hills studies

Area Advisory Committee One Meeting #1
(March 6, 2014)

Area Advisory Committee Three Meeting #1
(March 11, 2014)
Comfort Inn Shady Grove
Themes: Welcome and introduction to the AACs and
developed topics for future discussion

Area Advisory Committee Two Meeting #1
(March 13, 2014)
Universities at Shady Grove

Themes: Integration with county BRT, alignment, cost (design,
operating, overall)

Upcounty Citizens Advisory Board – Land
Use Committee

Decoverly I Homeowners Association

(October 20, 2014)
Attendees: 30

Kick Off Meeting

Attendees: 13

(July 24, 2014)

Themes: Project update and alignment discussion

Themes: Welcome and introduction to the AACs and
developed topics for future discussion

(April 5, 2014)

Attendees: 8

Universities at Shady Grove

Themes: Funding, parking, project schedule

Theme: Imagine the Possibilities, Project Potential and
Possibilities Moving Forward

Great Seneca Science Corridor Master Plan
Implementation Advisory Committee
(September 9, 2014)
Attendees: 18
Themes: Overview of the CPOC and Mission Hills studies

Vistas at Washingtonian Woods
Homeowners Association
(September 17, 2014)
Attendees: 20
Themes: Alignment, noise

Area Advisory Committee Two Meeting #2

Area Advisory Committee Three
Walking Tour
(June 16, 2014)
King Farm Community

(May 7, 2014)

Theme: Tour of the proposed alignment

Universities at Shady Grove

Area Advisory Committee Two Meeting #3

Theme: Review of CCT Alignment

Area Advisory Committee Three Meeting #2

(July 16, 2014)
Universities at Shady Grove

(May 13, 2014)

Theme: Traffic Process Overview

Ingleside at King Farm

Area Advisory Committee One Meeting #3

Theme: Review of CCT Alignment

Area Advisory Committee One Meeting #2

(July 23, 2014)
Lakelands Clubhouse

(May 14, 2014)

Theme: Traffic Process Overview

Kentlands Clubhouse

Area Advisory Committee Three Meeting #3

Theme: Review of CCT Alignment

(August 25, 2014)
Ingleside at King Farm
Theme: Traffic Process Overview
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Area Advisory Committee One Meeting #4
(September 11, 2014)
Lakelands Clubhouse
Theme: Urban Design

Area Advisory Committee Two Meeting #4
(September 17, 2014)
Universities at Shady Grove
Theme: Urban Design

Area Advisory Committee Three Meeting #4
(September 22, 2014)
Ingleside at King Farm
Theme: Urban Design

Area Advisory Committee Three Meeting #5
(November 3, 2014)
Ingleside at King Farm
Theme: Stations

Area Advisory Committee Two Meeting #5
(November 12, 2014)
Universities at Shady Grove
Theme: Stations

Area Advisory Committee One Meeting #5
(November 13, 2014)
Lakelands Clubhouse
Theme: Stations

REPORTS & STUDIES
Mission Hills Study

On December 3, 2013, members of the CCT Project Team
met with residents of the Mission Hills community to discuss
their concerns about the transitway, its location relative
to their homes and vehicular access to their community.
Residents expressed concern that the addition of the
transitway, along with the existing congestion on Muddy
Branch Road, would make it difficult to exit the community
during morning and afternoon peak travel times. Mission
Drive is the only access point to the Mission Hills community
of 52 homes. Consequently, the MTA agreed to study
options to address the community’s concerns.
The resulting study evaluated four options and compared
them to the alignment shown at the October 2013 public
meeting. The study compared the options including
the basis of transit operations, traffic and travel time
impacts, costs, stations, stormwater management, and
environmental resources.
The results of the study were shared at a community
meeting with Mission Hills on May 20, 2014, where
feedback was provided by residents of the community. No
additional studies are proposed at this time.

CPOC Study
Montgomery County requested that the MTA review the
proposed CCT Locally Preferred Alignment to consider
suggestions to potentially decrease the initial capital costs
of the project and accelerate the construction of the CCT.
The evaluation of these suggestions is included in a report
prepared by the CCT Project Team.
Suggestions were reviewed in the following five segments
of the project: the CSX Corridor and Quince Orchard
Road (MD 124), Great Seneca Highway (MD 119),
Muddy Branch Road, Key West Avenue (MD 28) at Johns
Hopkins Drive, and Key West Avenue at Broschart Road/
Diamondback Drive. The evaluation compared these five
suggestions with the proposed alignment on the basis of
transit operations, traffic and travel time impacts, costs,
utility impacts, stations, stormwater management, and
environmental resources. Three of the five suggestions
that were evaluated have been adopted into the
project definition.
Studies and maps can be viewed at mta.maryland.gov/cct
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